5. Military  Customs and  Courtesies

 

Text

 

A  SALUTE IS A  MILITARY  COURTESY

 

     When you join the service, learning about military courtesy is one of your first responsibilities. You learn that enlisted personnel must salute commissioned officers and warrant officers, and that junior officers must render a salute to senior officers.

 

     You also learn that you must use the names and ranks of officers  and NCO´s (non-commissioned officers) correctly. Officers who have a lot of seniority may sometimes use just the first or last names of subordinate officers. Subordinates must never use just the first or last name of a senior officer. They must always say the senior officer´s rank. 

 

     Very important people are honoured with a special ceremony when they visit a military installation or board a ship. The installation commander, other officers, and an honor guard meet visitors when they arrive.

 

 

ARE  CUSTOMS AND  COURTESIES  THE  SAME?

 

     They are very similar. But they are not the same. What´s the difference between them?

Courtesy is a polite behaviour, like opening doors for people, and being quiet when someone else is talking. In the military, courtesy is required. Some examples of military courtesy are standing up when an officer enters the barracks and taking your hat off when you are indoors. There are regulations about them.

 

     A custom is just a usual way of doing things. It´s a custom in the military to stay at a reception until the commander leaves, and it´s a good custom to finish your homework before you go to class.

 

 

Questions

 

1. What is one of your first responsibilities in the service? 

2. What are three kinds of military courtesy? 

3. Which officers should  enlisted personnel salute? 

4. Which officers should another person salute? 

5. Why do officers sometimes use just the first or last name of a junior officer? 

6. Who must always use a senior officer´s rank? 

7. How are very important visitors honoured? 

8. When are the visitors honoured? 

9. Who meets the guests when they arrive? 

10. What´s the difference between customs and courtesies? 
Vocabulary  Exercises

 

Exercise 1

Choose words from the following list which match the meanings below: 

responsibility                enlisted  man                               commissioned officer

warrant officer              to render                                      salute 

rank                              seniority                                       subordinate

to honour                      ceremony                                     installation

aboard                           custom                                         courtesy

polite                            behaviour                                     regulation

 

1. To treat someone with special respect…………………….. 

2. The position or level that someone holds in the armed forces……………… 

3. A place where military equipment has been put……………………………… 

4. A duty to be in charge of or look after something………………………………. 

5. A formal or traditional set of actions used at an important social event………

6. On a ship…………………….. 

7. An act of raising your right hand to your head as a sign of respect…………….. 

8. An official rule or order……………… 

9. In a lower position with less authority………………. 

10. Something  that is done by people because it is traditional………………. 

 

 Exercise 2

Fill in the gaps with the words offered. There are two more words than gaps.

 

honour, subordinates,  junior, salute, installation, responsibility, senior, rank, seniority, render, officers, courtesy

 

1. Colonels and generals are … officers. 

2. Lieutenants  and captains are … officers. 

3. The … of warrant officer is between the NCO and commissioned officer ranks. 

4. An officer who is saluted must return the … promptly. 

5. An Air Force … is called a base or station. 

6. People who are polite always treat others with … . 

7. A 21-gun salute is a special military …  for extremely important visitors. 

8. Training instructors have the … of teaching new recruits about the military. 

9. Commissioned officers give orders to those whose ranks are lower than theirs. 

       They give orders to their …….

10. A person who is older or higher in rank than others has … . 

 

Exercise 3

Use the following words in sentences: 

1. courtesy………………………….. 

2. rank……………………………… 

3. ceremony………………………… 

4. subordinates……………………… 

5. regulations……………………….. 

6. salute…………………………….. 

7. courtesy………………………….. 

8. junior…………………………….. 

6. Infantry Platoon
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An infantry platoon consists of about 30 men, with an officer in command. There is a platoon headquarters and there are three sections. Each section consists of about 8 men, with a corporal in command. 

Lieutenant Peterson commands Number 3 Platoon. Six men work with him in the platoon headquarters. 

Sergeant Black is the second-in-command in Number 3 Platoon. He helps Lt Peterson run the platoon. 

Private Smith is the platoon´s radio operator. That means, that he communicates with other platoons. 

Sometimes Lt Peterson cannot use the radio. He has a runner, Private Jackson, to take messages by hand.

Private Brown and Private White operate the mortar. Private Brown carries the weapon. He is Number 1 on the mortar. Private White carries the mortar bombs. He is Number 2 on the mortar.

The last person in Number 3 Platoon is Private Jackson.  Private Jackson is a rifleman.

Everyone in the platoon headquarters carries a rifle as his personal weapon, except for Pte Smith and Pte White. Because they have heavy equipment to carry they each have a sub-machine gun as their personal weapon.

Questions

1. How many men are there in a platoon?

2. How many men are there in a section?

3. What does Lt Peterson do?

4. How many men work with him in the platoon headquarters?

5. Who is second-in-command?

6. What is Pte Smith´s job?

7. Why does Lt Peterson need a runner?

8. What do Pte Brown and Pte White do?

9. Which man carries the mortar?

10. Which man carries the mortar bombs?

11. Which personal weapon does Pte Jackson carry?

12. Why do Pte Smith and Pte White have a sub-machine gun as their personal weapon?

Vocabulary Exercises

Exercise 1

Choose words from the following list to match the meanings below.

battalion, bomb, by hand, to command, in command, commander, to communicate, company, to consist of, headquarters, infantry, message, mortar, number 1, 2 etc., to operate, operator, platoon, private, radio, runner, second-in-command, sergeant, message

1. A unit which has three sections................................................................

2. Soldiers who fight on foot. .......................................................................

3. The group which commands the unit. .......................................................

4. A soldier who takes messages by hand. ....................................................

5. A unit which has three platoons. ...............................................................

Exercise 2

Choose words from the list in exercise 1 to complete the sentences below.

1. When the platoon commander is away his ... is in charge.

2. The radio ... is sending a message.

3. The section commanders must report to the lieutenant at platoon ...

4. The platoon commander has a radio to ... with other platoons.

5. A battalion usually ... ... five companies.

6. Two privates ... the mortar.

Exercise 3
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1. .…………………………………..

2. .…………………………………..

3. .......................................................

4. .......................................................

5. .......................................................

Exercise 4

Below are some military abbreviations that you will often see. Find the full words in the list in exercise l and put them down.

1. pl...............................

2. bn:.............................

3. coy:...........................

4. Sgt:...........................

5. Pte:............................

6. SMG:........................

7. HQ:...........................

8. inf.:...........................

9. msg:..........................

10. 2IC:...........................

11. comd:........................

12. rad op:......................

13. mor:..........................
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