Silent Scream
1. Match the words with their synonyms or definitions.
1. ruthless                                 a) release

2. veil                                        b) carefulness, cautiousness

3. harsh                                     c) joyful and triumphant

4. foresee                                  d) merciless

5. puppet regime                       e) sign, symbol

6. unleash                                  f) offensive, cruel, severe

7. jubilant                                  g) representation controlled by someone else 

8. to forge                                  h) piece of fabric worn over the face or head

9. prudence                                i) shape, form

10. token                                      j) predict

2. Decide whether these statements are true or false.
           1.  Afghan women have no rights apart from the essential ones.
           2.  RAWA stands for the Revolutionary Assembly of Women in Afghanistan.

           3.  In the years before the war 70% of Afghan teachers were men.

           4.  The RAWA founder predicted the danger of fanatical Islam.

           5. The victory over the Soviets has brought brutality to Afghanistan.

           6.  The Taliban rule was positive in the beginning.

           7.  Taliban murdered those who didn’t want to follow them.

           8.  When RAWA activists launched their Web site they put their lives at stake.

           9. RAWA members disguised in their veils were working individually and filming 

                every-day violence in the streets of Kabul.
3. Answer these questions

1. How does the American activist Eve Ensler describe her first contact with 

    Afghanistan? 
2. How does Eve describe the Afghan women’s conditions and Afghan women themselves?

3. What does she think about the American foreign policy?

4. What was the first reaction of the western media when Eve Ensler wanted them to reveal the misery of the Afghan women?

5. Why did the attitude of the international community change so rapidly and dramatically later?

6. What is the reaction of the Afghan women to the fact that other women speak for them now?

7. Why does RAWA remain radical?

8. Why will the Afghan women keep wearing their veils?

9. What may, according to Eve Ensler, be an unwanted outcome of the invasion into Afghanistan?
10. Which are the tiny signs that the Afghan women’s confidence is beginning to return?

4.  Fill the missing words in the gaps:
1. These are not the Taliban, these are ……………………, this was not filmed secretly, a camera crew …………………….. .

2. The allied victors of the US bombing have ……………………. as once again they ………………………. on Kabul’s women.

3. While the men are allowed ………………………, no women …………….. .

4. “During the last five years because of the way our men …………………….

      women are terrified of what terrible things could happen to them if they   ……………. the veil.

5. The West ………………… help 2 billion pounds in aid to rebuild Afghanistan,

       a token of our friendship.

6. But each new invader throughout the 23 years of war here promised ………………….. to the women of Afghanistan, each time the promise ………………….. .

Discussion point
1. Do you think that only the backward nations beat their women? Explain why you think 
so.
2. Why do men beat women?
3. In your opinion, what are the reasons of the plight of women in Afghanistan?

4. Do you know anything about treating women in other Muslim states?
5. Do you think the West should get involved in Afghanistan/ other Muslim states to help change the life of women? Give reasons.

6. What do you think about women and their status in the Czech Republic? Do you think that Czech women are also beaten and traumatized?
7. What do you think about the old national Easter tradition when the Czech men beat the women and young girls and consider it natural? Though the westerners can’t understand it and criticize us for it, we keep claiming that beating on the Easter Day is a symbol of good health and fertility and it will do the Czech women good. Do you support this tradition or think it should be abolished now when we’ve joined EU? Support your opinion.
