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Soldiers who have killed in war at close quarters talk about how it affects them today. They talk frankly about their feelings before, during and after. And they reflect on whether humans are "natural" killers or whether they have to be trained to go against their instinctive repulsion.

1. In your opinion, how do soldiers who were forced to kill feel? What kind of problems do you think they might have? What do you know about Sandhurst and West Point?
2.  Listen and fill in the gaps. 

Soldiers _________about killing. 

It is the great________, the ________ sin, the great ________.

It is generally the secret we are not _______ . 
In this documentary, soldiers are talking about killing, how it _______ or ______. Or how they are changed, ______ can kill.

3. Answer the following questions:

Sam Plant:

What is he responsible for? 
How many students are there usually at the Royal Academy? 
What is the place they are visiting? 
What are the cadets being trained? 

4. Take notes to answer the question: How do they change civilians into warriors?

5. Summarize what Ben is saying about his first killing. 

6. Answer the questions about reluctance to kill.
What happened in the 2nd WW? 
What has the study Man against Fire revealed? 
How many people in the infantry were able to fire? 

What was surprising about the weapons left on the battlefield? 

What does Army do to prevent this from happening? 

7. Take notes to describe the training at Sandhurst. Have you been trained in a similar way?
8. Fill in the gaps or answer the questions:

David Livingston Smith: 
the Army _______; then, we can see the victims not quite human, not quite like us; so the ___ we feel are ________ become ________;

When is killing for a psychologically normal individual bearable? 

Lt Col Pitt Killner – US Army officer, served in Iraq and Afghanistan, philosopher, teaches at the West Point: 

…”we recruit people to kill, we train them to kill, we equip them to kill …., but we never talk about killing (destroying, engaging, trapping, ).  … central part of our career is killing the enemy – it is very important to understand ____________ it is the only right thing to do (to kill a human being).” 
The soldiers need to be educated in the ________ of their cause so that they can _____________ with what they have to do.

How does Andy Wilson (SAS) feel about killing soldiers and civilians? 
What does the expression psyching up mean?   
Major General Patrick Cordingly: 

Killing is a necessary part of war; killing in his live is difficult for him; describes an accident when under _______too much killing had been done; killing which ________ to be unnecessary stays with him;

What is of major significance in how killing affects the soldiers afterwards?

The soldiers need to be reassured not only that when they kill the enemy it’s legal, but also that it is _______ .

Do any soldiers relish killing?

What has Professor of History from the University of London found out? 

Killing someone is not just ​​​​​​​_________, not just a job of work; it’s the deed that is  _______in the ________; the act takes a second, but for many who make that instant ____________,  
the effects last a lifetime.

