TERRORISM

Typically, terrorists are obsessed with initiating a change in the status quo; they want to change the world. They are usually brought up in middle class or affluent families, and are mostly between 22 to 25 years of age. The ability to develop a terrorist profile provides a clearer image of the enemy and dispels dangerous misconceptions. An average terrorist is not a kind of super person; they are just mixed up college kids.

But do not underestimate them; terrorists are dedicated to their cause - even to the point of death. They are motivated by religion, prestige, power, political change, or material gain. Terrorists believe they are an elite society, and act in the name of the people. Their dedication is evident in their education and training, arms and equipment, planning methods, and ruthless execution. Their dedication makes them a formidable enemy.

How do they organise themselves? The thing that decides the shape and structure of terrorist organizations is their need for security. They have to keep knowledge of themselves to a minimum. Organization is characterized by small, covert cells that are little groups of no more than six to ten people, with little interaction between the cells and tight, central control held by a few individuals. Most terrorist groups are small, less than 100. There are larger terrorist groups of up to 500 people, but these larger groups are organized into subgroups and these smaller groups are subdivided into small functional cells. Only if popular support exists, can large terrorist groups operate freely with far less concern for security.

We can classify terrorist members into four groups - hardcore leaders, active cadre, active supporter, and passive supporter.

Hardcore leaders establish policy, develop plans, and give direction. In covert, cellular terrorist organisations, deterring attacks against the central leadership is priority. Terrorist leaders are the group’s major vulnerability.

The members of the Active Cadre are the people who actually carry out terrorist attacks. They carry out orders given to them from higher commands. The active cadre is an elite, close-knit group. Their identity and ability are well-guarded secrets. They are organised in small cells containing two to six terrorists. Each cell specialises in a particular tactic or contains experts in various fields as trained bombers, arsonists, or assassins.

 Active Supporters provide the logistic support needed to sustain terrorist operations. They provide safe houses, weapons, ammunition, vehicles, medical support, food, and money. Active supporters are also a valuable source of intelligence information. They often come from the professional classes, such as lawyers, doctors, and businessmen. 

Passive Supporters are the most difficult to define and recognise. They may unwittingly provide money through anonymous giving. Passive support is extremely important to the politically motivated terrorist who relies on popular support to survive.

(Adapted from British Council, PEP)
1. Read the text and decide if the following statements are true or false.
1. Terrorists are usually illiterate.  







T/F

2. Many of them are brought up in poor families.  





T/F

3. They are experienced and between 40 and 45.  





T/F

4. Active supporters are responsible for planning and carrying out terrorist attacks.  
T/F

5. Terrorist groups are often small.  


 




T/F
2. Vocabulary check: choose the right answer a, b, or c ..
1. CONTEMPORARY LIFE     



a. modern life


b. ancient life


c. city life
2. SOVEREIGN NATIONS



a. rich nations


b. democratic nations

c. independent nations





    
3. TECHNICAL ADVANCES



a. technical problems

 b. technical tools

c. technical progress





4. TARGETS






a. markets


b. objectives


 c. trends
5. MISCONCEPTIONS
a. drawbacks


b. misunderstandings

c. ideas

6. A CELL

a. an organization unit    
b. a famous person

c. a kind of alcohol

7. TO SUSTAIN OPERATIONS

a. to spoil operations

b. to break operations

c. to continue operations



8. AN ASSASSIN
a. a kind of murderer

b. a kind of politician

c. a kind of religious leader

3. Vocabulary check: write adjectives to these nouns and check in the text.
obsession

affluence 
ability

misconception
underestimation
prestige

ability

education


4. Complete the sentences with the following expressions.
	Stolen vehicles
aircraft theft

marjacking

well-planned ambush



  crowd                    skyjacking               terrorist groups


1. A _________________ provides terrorists with the opportunity to use explosives or other weapons.

2. ___________________ provide terrorists with a means of delivering explosives.

3. ___________________ provides terrorists with hostages and draws media attention.

4. ___________________ provides terrorists with a tool for a kamikaze attack.

5. ___________________ provides terrorists with a unique method of intimidating international travellers.

6. A _________________ provides terrorists with the opportunity to kidnap or assassinate intended victims.

7. ___________________ may provide security for narcotics networks.
5.  Read the text “Should we live in fear?” (Bridge 06/2007-2008) and discuss with your partner.
1 Criteria for terrorism (Purpose, Violence and Fear)

2 Targets

3 The future of terrorism

4 Terrorist organizations.

6. Read the following text and fill the gaps with appropriate expressions.
timed

 went off 
targeted
 blast 

 alert 

fuse innocent  wounded 
sustained 
swift

A terrorist group, Freedom Fighters, has been blamed for a bomb explosion which 1)................ 28 people at a railway station in Gloomford. Bomb disposal experts said the bomb had been 2)....................... to go off so as to cause maximum casualties. It was 3) ...................... at a public place and designed to kill. The device was planted in a toilet on a platform. A telephone warning gave a few minutes’ notice but the caller did not specify which station had been chosen for the attack. The bomb contained one kilogram of plastic explosive, and 4)......................exactly at noon with a deafening roar that shattered windows in neighbouring buildings.
   A train which had just arrived at the platform took most of the 5).................. . Passengers were injured by flying debris and shattered glass. Nearby hospitals were put on alert but there were relatively few casualties and no severe injuries were 6).................. .  The station was evacuated and bomb disposal experts carried out an extensive search for other devices. Another bomb, which had failed to go off, was found and a robot was used to remove the 7)....................... . 

In his comment, the Prime Minister roundly condemned the attack. He was shocked by the outrage and said that such brutal acts of aggression are pointless. "This murderous act demonstrates," he told the press, "that criminals who pursue a political purpose through barbaric attacks directed against 8)...................... people care about nobody and must be hunted down before they can strike again." He also called for the introduction of new measures to improve the safety of public transport and pressed for a 9)...................... review of current security.

Railway guards issued an appeal to passengers for additional vigilance. Everybody should be on the 10)...................... and report anything suspicious, however small or unlikely," the spokesman said. Under no circumstances should anyone touch any package or try to defuse it in case it should go off. The bomb squad should be notified immediately. 

Source: Sledujeme zpravodajství v angličtině 2
2. Translate following expressions: 

1. obviňovat z bombového výbuchu
b............. for a bomb  e...................... 

2. odborník na zneškodňování výbušnin 
b............. d...................... e...................... 
3. způsobit maximální počet obětí 

c ................ m.................. c ...................... 

4. nastražit bombu 



p ................. a bomb 

5. varovat několik minut dopředu 

g........... a f .......... minutes´ n............... 

6. plastická trhavina 



p ................. e ..................... 
7. létající trosky 



f ..................... d ..................... 
8. uvést do stavu pohotovosti 

p........ on a ..................... 

9. útoky proti nevinným lidem 

a ................. against i.....................  p................. 

10. zavedení nových opatření 

i ..................... of new m .....................

11. za žádných okolností


u ............. n ............ c .....................

12. žádat cestující o zvláštní opatrnost 
a.............. to p............. for a................v................

� 





