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Introduction 

 
When you describe a place, you commonly use the phrase there is/ there are, 

descriptive adjectives and place prepositions like at, on, under, below, above, near, 

opposite, on the right, on the left. 

 

The following questions can help you when you are going to write a description of 

a place: 

• Where is the place? 

• When was it built? (if it is a building) 

• What does it look like? 

• What is special or interesting about it? 

• What can you do there? 

•  Is it often visited by people? Why/ why not? 

• Would you recommend someone else to visit it|? 
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Structure 

 
Your writing should always have a structure. For description of a place, you can 

follow this structure: 

 

• in the first paragraph, explain where the place is and why you have chosen it for 

   your description; 

• in the following paragraph(s), give some more information about the place; 

• in the last paragraph, write why you or other people like/ dislike the place. 

 

In your writing, you might like to: 

 

describe, give examples, compare, give reasons, use a wide range of different 

words to describe size, shape, appearance, atmosphere, feeling, etc. 
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Practical tips for writing a description 
 

You will need to use:  

ADJECTIVES 

Examples: 

• narrow, trendy, crowded, creative, cosmopolitan 

• Buildings: beautiful, impressive, modern, ancient;  

 Canterbury has a magnificent, ancient cathedral. 

• Places: crowded, touristy, cosmopolitan, airy;  

 This island is quite remote and desolate. 
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Practical tips for writing a description 
 

COMPARATIVES AND SUPERLATIVES 

Examples: 

• not as majestic as... 

• The most exclusive part of town is... 

• The shops are a bit smaller here, and the atmosphere is much friendlier than in 

   the centre. 

• This area is not as safe as that one. 
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Practical tips for writing a description 

 

 
 

 
 

NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES 

 

Examples: 

 

…, which has made Soho a centre of creative activity. 

 

There is a market, where you can buy... 

 

This district has many churches, which make it feel ancient and romantic. 
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Fill in the correct form of the words in brackets (comparative or superlative). 

 

1. My house is  (big) than yours.  

2. This flower is (beautiful) than that one.  

3. This is the  (interesting)  book I have ever read.  

4. Non-smokers usually live (long)  than smokers.  

5. Which is the  (dangerous) animal in the world?  

6. A holiday by the sea is  (good)  than a holiday in the mountains.  

7. It is strange but often a coke is  (expensive)  than a beer.  

8. Who is the (rich) woman on earth?  

9. The weather this summer is even (bad)  than last summer.  
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Exercise for prepositions of place: 

 
 

http://www.englishexercises.org/makeagame/viewgame.asp?id=17 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.englishexercises.org/makeagame/viewgame.asp?id=17
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Fill in the prepositions at, in or on. 
 

 

1.Did you learn something _____ school? 

2. Don't put all your eggs ____ one basket. 

3. Eric is studying ____ the university. 

4. I live ____ 12 Columbus Street. 

5. Is John still ____ bed?  

6. I've read it ___ a book. 

7. James met us ____ the door. 

8. Janet is _____ home right now. 
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Fill in the prepositions at, in or on. 

 

1. I was stuck _____ that traffic jam for hours! 

2. She fell asleep ____ the armchair. 

3. Let's take the bus ____ Columbus Street. 

4. There were no clouds ___ the sky. 

5. Matthew was ___  work when I called. 

6. Megan will be ____ the office from nine to four. 
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Look at the presentation which describes a city: 
 

http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/averroes/recursos_informaticos/andared02/easy/huelvapres   

What I like most about Huelva? 

 

 

Read some of these descriptions and express your opinion on them. Did you like 

them? Why/ why not? 
 

http://www.elc.byu.edu/classes/buck/w_garden/students/students_descr_place.html  

 

Now, write a description of your city/ town/ village. 

For your homework, write a description of your campus. 

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/averroes/recursos_informaticos/andared02/easy/huelvapres
http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/averroes/recursos_informaticos/andared02/easy/huelvapres
http://www.elc.byu.edu/classes/buck/w_garden/students/students_descr_place.html
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Write the draft first and then check your writing: 

 

Check: 

 

•  the spelling 

 

•  if your sentences have subject 

 

•  if you followed the English word order 

 

•  if you structured your writing into paragraphs 

 

•  if you connected your ideas correctly and logically 
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Sources: 
 
http://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/adjectives-

adverbs/adjectives/exercises 

http://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/adjectives-

adverbs/adjectives/exercises 

http://www.really-learn-english.com/at-in-on-prepositions-of-place-exercise-01.html 

 

http://www.escuelassj.com/file.php/131/descriptionplace.pdf 
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Thanks for your attention 
 

 

 
 


