Description of a Person

New English File Intermediate: Student s Book pp 40-43
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Warm-up
Pair work - ask and answer the following questions.
1 How tall are you?
2 How would you describe your build?
3 How much do you weigh?
4 What kind of hair have you got?
5 What colour is it?
6 Would you like it to be different?
7 Do you think you have any special features?
8 Are there any special features you would like to have?

9 Do you like beards?
10 Can you think of a famous woman you would describe as beautiful, and a famous man you

would describe as good-looking?
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Introduction

When you describe people, you might like to describe either their appearance or their
personality, or both. You will need to learn proper vocabulary to be able to give a real picture of
a person. Apart from everyday social conversation, you may need a description of a person
also in the military context (enemy, terrorist). Try to make your description more interesting by
using adverbs such as quite, a bit, really, extremely, slightly, fairly, etc. and adjectives.

Structure

Depending on the purpose of your description, you may use different structures. Here is one
suggestion you might like to follow:
Opening : Introduce the person, then explain your relationship with that person.

Main body : physical description of the person.
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Closing : brief summary of why you like the person
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Here is some vocabulary to describe a person’s appearance:
| am / You are /He is / She is ...

— tall

— small

— overweight, fat

— slim

— young

- ol

— ... yearsold

— beautiful / pretty, handsome

— sun-tanned

— pale
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Some more useful vocabulary:
| have / You have / He has / She has (got) ...

blue / green / grey / brown eyes brown hair

freckles black hair

a beard dyed hair

a full beard short hair

a moustache long hair

a goatee straight hair

a stubbly beard curly hair / curls

blond hair a bald head

red hair a square / round / triangular / oval face
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Here is some more vocabulary that may be helpful when describing a person.

Match the columns.

1. elderly a. 13-19 years old
2. baby b. 40-60 years old
3. teen c. adult female
4. tall d. adult male
5. _man e. child 1- 2 % years old
6. woman f. cute

7. qgir g. expecting a baby
8. boy h. female parent

9.  father i. hearing impaired
10. __ mother j- infant

11. _ heavyset k. male parent

12.  thin . offspring

13. _ toddler m. opposite of short
14.  attractive n. overweight

15.  blind 0. senior citizen

16.  deaf p. sight impaired
17. __ pregnant g. slender

18. _ middle-aged r. unable to walk
19.  crippled s. young female

20. ___ children t. young male, etc.
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A person's appearance can be described in many ways. It is possible to tell
about the person's style of clothing, manner of walking, colour and style of
hair, facial appearance, body shape, and expression or even the person's
way of talking. Just what a writer selects to describe depends on the writer's
chosen topic and purpose. No matter what the topic, however, the writer is a
painter with words, so the description should be vivid but also coherent -
logically arranged - so that the reader can clearly envision who is being
described.

Work in pairs. Think about a person you like and know well. Describe the
person to your partner. Your partner will ask you some additional questions.
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Now, look at some examples of descriptions of a person:

http://spot.pcc.edu/~jsparks/ESOL42/ESOL42DescrPersonEx.html

For your homework, write a description of your best friend. Use the knowledge you have

acquired previously and in this lesson.

Sources:

http://www.escuelassj.com/file.php/131/Description of a person.pdf
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http://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/vocabulary/description

http://www.elcivics.com/worksheets/people-worksheet.pdf
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Thanks for your attention
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