In Support of Homeschooling

An increasing number of parents in countries such as Australia, Canada, and the
United States have decided not to send their children to elementary or secondary
school. Instead, the parents devote their time and energy to teaching their children al
home. Opponents of homeschooling believe that students belong in a classroom witk
experi'e‘nced professionals and other students of the same age. Although it may not
be the best option for all students and all families, | am in favor of homeschooling for
three reasons. _ .

First of all, homeschooling makes effective use of time. In Australia, Canada,
and the United States, the average school day is six to seven hours long. However,
children who are homeschooled can finish their lessons in four to five hours. One
explanation for this is that traditional classrooms often -have more than 20 students.
As a result, teachers spend a significant percentage of their time simply making
certain that their students are paying attention and doing their work. In addition,
students in a large class are likely to have different abilities and learning styles, and
there is often not enough time to address the needs of each student. In contrast,
students who are homeschooled are able to receive individual attention more easily.
Their parent-teachers can see that they are completing their assignments and offer
assistance if necessary. After homeschooled students finish their daily assigned
work, they then have time to play sports, enjoy hobbies, or continue studying.

The second reason that homeschooling is a good idea is that it offers additional
schoolwork and the opportunity for homeschooled children and teens to become
independent learners. With the extra time they have, along with encouragement from
their parents, homeschooled students can follow their interests and study subjects
more deeply. They can choose some of the topics they want to investigate. For .
example, they might study such topics as ancient Chinese history, the physics of
soccer (football), or computer animation. Through their research, which includes
online reading, library visits, trips to local museums, and family vacations, they
learn more about their chosen topics. They also develop strong skills in areas such
as math, science, reading, and writing. As one of the admissions counselors at our
university, Andrew Muller, said during my interview with him, “We like students who
are homeschooled because they do not wait for others to tell them what to do. They
are able to think for themselves.” He then added, “Homeschooled young people ask
their instructors for help when they need it, but they generally take charge of their
own learning.”

Finally, homeschooling helps young people to develop socially. One of my friends
was educated at home until the age of 18. He and his brother played on baseball and
basketball teams and participated in activities with other homeschooled students,
so they had a chance to make friends who were their own age. However, they also
spent a great deal of time with their parents and older relatives who taught them
the importance of strong family relationships and showed them how to act maturely.
Furthermore, their education involved volunteer work at their local community
center. There they met people of all ages while they learned about the responsibility
of having a job and the importance of helping their neighbors. As a result of the
education his parents gave him, my friend is now a well-balanced individual who
knows how to be an adult and still have fun.

To summarize, homeschooling is not easy and may not be for everyone, but it
has certain benefits. For the most part, homeschooled students can complete their
basic lessons in less time than students in a formal classroom. Therefore, they have
more time to pursue their own interests. Because they learn how to ask questions
and find answers, and because they develop strong social skills, they become
intelligent, responsible adults. As far as | am concerned, even more parents should
consider the option of homeschooling.



Writing Thesis Statements for Opinion Essays

Work with a partner. Complete each thesis statement by adding the opposite
opinion (even if it doesn’t match your own opinion). Notice that Statements 3
and 6 require a separate sentence.

1. Although the law in our city prohibits separate classes for boys and girls in
public schools,

I think boys and qgitls learn better in separate classes, especially in middle school.

2. Many people believe that anti-smoking laws are a good idea, but

3. In some places, drivers under the age of 18 are not allowed to drive a car unless an
adult member of their family is in the vehicle. However,

4. Although professional athletes undoubtedly feel that they deserve their

multimillion-dollar salaries,

5. Today, governments claim that it is necessary to carefully check all travelers at

airports, but
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6. Some companies do not value employees who are 60 and older because they think
such workers are too old to do their work effectively. However,

 Writing Tip

: Before you write a thes:s statement for an oplmon essay, careful!y examine
the issue that you are going to write about You may already have an opinion,
but in order to-write an effec:tlve opimon essay, you need to understand the
opposmg view in order to prepare a strong argument. If you don’t already have
an opinion, looking at both sides of the issue will help you to form one.




