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1) Combat Support Service Of Troops 

 

Combat support service (CSS) is needed for the success in the war / operations.  

 

Definition of combat support service.  

 

Decomposition of combat support service (CSS, Force Protection).  

Define Combat support (CS). 

 

Involve: 

‐ Military intelligence, 

‐ reconnaissance, 

‐ engineering. 

 

CSS :  

‐ logistic support, 

‐ health support, 

‐ veterinary support, 

‐ chemical support, 

‐ geographical support, 

‐ hydrometheorological support, 

‐ communicational and informational support, 

‐ light support.  

 

 



Combat service support is a subset of military logistics. Combat service support is more limited 

in depth than logistics, as it primarily addresses those factors directly influencing combat 

operations. 

 

2) Combat support of field artillery troops 

 

Combat support refers to units that provide fire support and operational assistance to combat 

elements. Combat support units provide specialized support functions to combat units in the 

areas of chemical warfare, combat engineering, intelligence, security, and communications. 

 

Combat support should not be confused with combat service support, which are units which 

primarily provide logistical support by providing supply, maintenance, transportation, health 

services, and other services required by the soldiers of combat units to continue their missions 

in combat. Expressed another way, Combat Support units are focused on providing operational 

support to combat units, while Combat Service Support units are focused on providing logistical 

support to combat units. Actual combat units are collectively referred to as combat arms units; 

hence, all army units fall into the category of either combat arms, combat support, or combat 

service support. 

 

The combat support branches are the: 

‐ Chemical Corps, 

‐ Corps of Engineers (these are units involved with civil engineering, not combat 

engineering), 

‐ Military Intelligence Corps, 

‐ Military Police Corps, 

‐ Signal Corps, 

‐ Army Aviation (e.g., Battlefield Reconnaissance, Signals Intelligence, and Assault 

Helicopter units). 

 

3) Security of field artillery troops 

 

To describe: 

‐ Warning systems, 

‐ other tactical activity, 

‐ observation posts. 
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