Analyst: Ignorance, crisis of values explains Czech soldiers with SS symbols 
04-03-2010 11:08 | Rob Cameron

A member of the armed forces faces a dishonourable discharge and a possible criminal prosecution after colleagues noticed an SS tattoo on his back. The news comes after Defence Minister Martin Barták ordered a crackdown on neo-Nazi sympathisers in the Czech armed forces in the New Year.
Listen: RealAudio
Download: MP3  
The Czech authorities were spurred into action in late December after it emerged that two members of a Czech unit serving in Afghanistan wore SS symbols on their helmets. They were immediately discharged from the army and their commanders suspended. The latest offender, a driver based at a barracks in Strakonice in South Bohemia, faces a similar fate.
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The story only came to light during swimming practice, when the soldier – who’s served in the army for ten years – stripped down to his swimming trunks, revealing the words 'Meine Ehre Heißt Treue' in gothic letters tattooed on his back. The phrase, meaning ‘my honour is loyalty’, was the motto of the Waffen SS. The man also wore a ring with a swastika attached to a chain round his neck. Defence Ministry spokeswoman had this to say to:
“At present we’re working on a proposal to strip him of rank, which in practical terms would mean his immediate discharge from the army with no recourse to compensation.”
So why would young Czech men serving in their country’s armed forces glorify the very same foreign power that brutally subjugated their own nation 70 years ago? Zdeněk Zbořil is an expert in far-right extremism.
“It’s impossible to say they have a low intellect. They have a relatively high intellect, but they are completely disorientated in values. It’s a problem. The people who were involved in these many incidents have been both soldiers at the lowest level and also officers. These people in Afghanistan who had the SS symbols on their helmets were officers.”
 Which is extraordinary, because they must know the history of this country. They must know that after the Jews and the gypsies, Hitler wanted to exterminate the Slavs as well?
“Yes, I’m afraid they don’t know the history of our country. I teach at three private universities, and what surprised me so much is the lack of knowledge of the history of Czechoslovakia and Central Europe. If I ask my students about the history of Germany, they don’t know anything.”
Zdeněk Zbořil does not believe neo-Nazi extremism is rife in the Czech armed forces. He also believes it should be up to the commanding officers – and not politicians or the Defence Ministry – to monitor their troops for neo-Nazi sympathies, and take the appropriate action.
Pre-reading activities
I. In the classroom discuss these points.

1. Lately, there has been a scandal in the Army of the Czech Republic involving some ACR members who have tattoos typical for German SS troops. Express your opinion about this problem. 

2. Do you think that some young men who enter the Army of the Czech Republic might sympathize with the German Nazi troops, and could even be neo-Nazi groups’ members?
3. How much, do you think, is the Czech Army protected from various extremist groups?

4. Would your say that the University of Defence pays enough attention to ethical and ideological education? 

II. Try to explain the meaning of these expressions in English.

	value
	crackdown
	to spur
	to reveal
	swastika

	recourse to
	to subjugate
	far-right extremism
	to exterminate
	appropriate


III. How do you understand these phrases?
1. to face a dishonourable discharge – 

2. to face a possible criminal prosecution – 

3. the commanders were suspended – 

4. a proposal to strip sb. of rank – 
5. the very same foreign power – 
6. to be in rife –
Reading and listening activities

I. Listen to the article and give the main idea.
_______________________________________________________________________

II. Read the text then put the questions in proper order and answer them.
1. discharge does forces a a of the armed face why a dishonourable and criminal member prosecution possible?
2. unit many of serving Czech members a in on wore Afghanistan SS helmets their how symbols?

3. the a to man neck did also chain what attached his round wear? 
4. helmets people SS were Afghanistan these who who the had in on their symbols?
5. armed Czech does the is expert neo Czech -Nazi believe extremism in rife the forces?
Grammar revision – questions
Make a question about each underlined word.

1. The Czech authorities were spurred into action in late December after it emerged that two members of a Czech unit serving in Afghanistan wore SS symbols on their helmets.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

2. They were immediately discharged from the army and their commanders suspended.
a)

b)

c)

d)

           Post- reading activities
In groups design a curriculum of a university subject for professional soldiers-to-be that contains such subjects and activities that prevent them from being attracted by any dangerous and unwanted ideology.
.
PARAMILITARIES LOOKING EASTWARD
Events in April 2021 brought the issue of paramilitarism to public attention in the Czech
Republic. The country found itself in a diplomatic spat with Russia after accusing its military
intelligence agency, GRU, of organising the bombing of ammunition depots in Vrbětice.
Following mutual expulsions of diplomatic personnel from Prague and Moscow, the Czech
Republic’s police decided to also move against the local paramilitary scene in general and a
group called the Czechoslovak Soldiers in Reserve for Peace (Českoslovenští vojáci v záloze
za mír or CSRP). According to media reports, this organisation stands accused of sending its
members to train in the Donbas region in support of the so-called “separatists.” Since 2016,
the Czech Republic’s domestic security agency (BIS) has reported that the local paramilitary
scene uses contacts with “Russian spies” while turning its members into foreign fighters. This
perceived connection may have been one of the reasons why legal action was brough against the pro-“separatist,” and by default pro-Russian, paramilitaries at this particular time. At the same time, since 2020, several cases against individual foreign fighters who returned from Donbas are currently ongoing at different court levels in the Czech Republic. With the initial sentences reaching their final confirmation and are becoming legally binding, the police seem to have decided to arrest the key members of CSRP.
