Czech Republic picked out in Amnesty International report for exports of ‛torture’ equipment

18-03-2010 14:21 | Chris Johnstone

The Czech Republic has come under fire in a report by human rights watchdog Amnesty International for exporting torture equipment to countries where they are likely to be used. Amnesty says the export of items like shackles that give electric shocks raise real concerns that clear EU rules banning trade in torture equipment are being breached.

Listen:  RealAudio
Download:  MP3
The Amnesty International report called “From words to deeds” highlights loopholes in European Union rules dating from 2006 which aimed at stamping out trade in torture equipment by countries in the 27-member bloc. The step was heralded at the time as a landmark move to counter torture and bolster human rights. 


The Czech Republic stands out in the report for a series of export approvals between 2006 and 2008 to countries where Amnesty says there was a high risk that the equipment would have been used to torture prisoners or political dissidents. 

Export approvals were given for electric shock devices, chemical sprays and shackles to these countries with a dubious human rights record. David Nichols is in charge of foreign affairs at Amnesty International’s EU office in Brussels. 

“There are a number of exports that have been granted to countries such as Georgia, Pakistan, Mongolia and Senegal where there is evidence of torture. We are still awaiting a response from the Czech government on what the destination of the exported equipment actually was” 

Mr Nichols suggests the Czech approvals point out serious flaws in the way the supposed ban is being implemented in practice. 

“We want to have a response from the Czech government on how despite this system they still exported security equipment to regimes like Pakistan and Senegal where there is already widespread evidence of torture, not just by us and other NGOs but by the UN and other international bodies” 

In its favour, the Amnesty report does spell out that the Czech Republic was just one of seven EU countries, along with Britain, Spain and Germany, that came clean on where it had approved exports in recent years. The other 20 EU states did not reply to repeated demands. Mr Nichols says some countries clearly do not know what is happening with regard to their exports. He adds that some have denied local companies are producing torture equipment although Amnesty has proof that they are. 

The Czech Republic also did refuse exports of equipment that could have been used for torture to Iran and Azerbaijan. According to media reports, the Iranian request was for 200 electric stun guns and for pepper spray. 

The Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which has the last word on export approvals, says it weighs up all export requests on a case by case basis and taking account of United Nations reports on torture and respect of human rights as well as information from local diplomats. 
Pre-reading activities
I. In pairs/groups discuss these questions.
1. Czech Republic has been picked out in Amnesty International report for exports of ‛torture’ equipment – what is your opinion about it?
2. Which, do you think, are the torture devices, the AI report is speaking about?
II. Match the pictures with the equipment. 
Torture equipment: 

a) the Boots

b) Inquisitional Chair

c) the Wheel

d) Iron Maiden
e) The Rack

f) the Tongue Tearer

g) Thumbscrew
h) Head Crusher

i) the Pear
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(http://www.listaholic.com/12-of-the-most-horrifying-torture-devices-in-history.html)
III. Explain the meaning of these expressions.

	point out
	torture
	shackle
	raise concerns
	breach

	loophole
	stamp out
	herald
	landmark
	flaw


Reading activities

I. Read the article and put down the main idea.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________

II. Listen to the text and then put down a short written summary of what you heard.

III. Explain how you understand the following phrases.

1. From words to deeds – 

2. The Czech Republic has come under fire – 

3. To bolster human rights –
Grammar revision 
I. How/like/as - choose the correct word. 
1. He uses his garage [image: image10.wmf]

as

a wine-cellar. 
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as
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He uses his gara



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image13.wmf]

2. You don't hold your pen [image: image14.wmf]

as

me. 
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You don't hold yo
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3. I told him [image: image18.wmf]

as

great the storm had been! 
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I told him * great t
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4. [image: image22.wmf]

as

you are not ready, we cannot go. 
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* you are not read
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5. He stood there [image: image26.wmf]

as

a statue. 
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He stood there * a
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6. They were murdered [image: image30.wmf]

as

they lay asleep. 
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They were murde
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7. [image: image34.wmf]

as

John pointed out, everybody needs a change from time to time. 
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* John pointed ou
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8. [image: image38.wmf]

as

sorry I am to disturb you! 
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* sorry I am to dis
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9. He cherished me [image: image42.wmf]

as

a son. 
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He cherished me 
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10. Mother is well [image: image46.wmf]

as

the children are. 
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Mother is well *  t
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11. [image: image50.wmf]

as

difficult it was ! 
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* difficult it was !
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12. What's the weather [image: image54.wmf]

as

today? 
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What's the weath
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13. [image: image58.wmf]

as

a teacher, he is excellent! 
[image: image59.wmf]

as



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image60.wmf]

* a teacher, he is
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14. [image: image62.wmf]

as

strange it is that you did not notice her in the crowd! 
II. Put the sentences into passive voice.
1. The Czech Republic has exported torture equipment.

__________________________________________________________________

2. Some EU countries are breaching the EU rules banning trade in torture equipment.

__________________________________________________________________

3. EU gave approvals to some countries to export electric shock devices.

__________________________________________________________________

4. Amnesty International’s EU office in Brussels is awaiting a response from the Czech government on what the destination of the exported equipment actually was.
__________________________________________________________________
5. Local companies are producing torture equipment.

__________________________________________________________________

6. Iran and Azerbaijan could use the Czech equipment for torture too.
__________________________________________________________________

III. Change the sentences according to the example.

Example: 
Amnesty says that the Czech Republic exports items like shackles that give electric shocks.
The Czech Republic is said to export items like shackles that give electric shocks.
1. The Amnesty International reported that EU rules banning trade in torture equipment are breached.
____________________________________________________________________

2. Amnesty says that certain countries will probably use the equipment to torture prisoners or political dissidents. 
____________________________________________________________________
3. The European Union gave export approvals for electric shock devices, chemical sprays and shackles to the countries with a dubious human rights record.
____________________________________________________________________

4. The Amnesty reported that the Czech Republic was just one of seven EU countries that had approved exports in recent years.

____________________________________________________________________

5. Mr Nichols says some countries do not know what is happening with regard to their exports.
____________________________________________________________________

6. The Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs says that all such export requests are weighed up on a case by case basis.

____________________________________________________________________
Post-reading activities
I. In pairs/groups discuss this topic.

Lately there have been a lot of discussions about the US army tortured the war prisoners though it had been banned by the UN Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment originated in the United Nations General Assembly on December 10, 1984, and signed by the President Ronald Reagan on April 18, 1988. 
Specific techniques prohibited in the US intelligence collection manual include:

· Forcing the detainee to be naked, perform sexual acts, or pose in a sexual manner;

· Hooding, that is, placing hoods or sacks over the head of a detainee; using duct tape over the eyes;

· Applying beatings, electric shock, burns, or other forms of physical pain;

· Waterboarding;

· Using military working dogs;

· Inducing hypothermia or heat injury;

· Conducting mock executions;

· Depriving the detainee of necessary food, water, or medical care. 
While the US Government publicly denounces the use of torture, all of the national security officials interviewed defended the use of violence against captives as "just and necessary", and they were confident the American public would back their view. The CIA, which has responsibility for interrogations, declined to comment.
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