BBC Documentary

Deforestation of rain forests

/Soaking it up/

Pre-watching activities

I. In groups/pairs discuss these points.

1. What is the importance of rain forests?

2. We all know that they are getting smaller very quickly. Give the reason/s why.

3. Think about possible ways how to stop deforestation.

II. Vocabulary building.

Try to explain the meaning of these expressions in English.

Carbon  

	cycle
	market
	trading
	recycling


Forest

	management
	conservation
	maintenance


	to soak up
	global weather patterns
	shrinking forest
	biomass

	to offset
	to lock up
	photosynthesis
	to capture CO2

	mature forest
	settler
	humdrum of everyday life
	timber

	sustainable forestry
	sapling
	vast area
	to mitigate


Watching activities

I. Watch the documentary and then decide if these statements are true or false.

1. Deforestation of Amazonian forest has increased by 50%.

2. Deforestation is a disaster for biodiversity of the region, global weather patterns and CO2 absorption.

3. NASA has invested 20 million dollars in the project studying CO2 in Amazonian forest.

4. The forest absorbs up to 90% CO2.

5. Plants cannot grow without CO2.

II. Fill in the missing words.

1. In plants energy from ______________ transforms carbon dioxide and water into ___________ ______________ . Carbon becomes fixed in the _____________ and oxygen is released into the atmosphere. A ____________ forest is thought to absorb ___________ carbon dioxide. In fact by _____________ it actually emits CO2 to the atmosphere.

2. CO2 emissions have doubled in less than _________ years. A newly planted forest could theoretically _____________ a large quantity of CO2. Plant more trees and we’ll be able to _______________ the global climate change. An elegant income generating ______________ for some, a licence to carry on _____________ to others.

III. Give the answers to these questions according to what you heard in the documentary.

1. How much above-ground carbon is concentrated in tropical forests?

2. Which biochemical reaction enables plants to grow?

3. How much CO2 is the young forest capturing?

4. What percentage of carbon is captured in organic matter?

5. What does it mean that the carbon cycle is not in balance in Amazonian forest?

IV. Watch the part about the forest settlers and answer these questions.

1. What economic role does the forest play?

2. How much are the Brasilians environmentally cautios?

3. Who are the people that colonize the forest?

V. Decide if this summary of what the Brasilian senator said is true.

The campaigning Brazilian senator was speaking about prosperity of the region, jobs and decent living for the local people. He believed that it wouldn’t be wise to speak about forest protection and conservation because the local people would not support him in the elections.

VI. Decide if the following statements are true or false.

1. Even though Brasil has a pro-conservative environmental minister now, we cannot speak about sustainable forestry in the Amazonian Basin.

2. Some conservationists have come to the country to improve Brasil forestry management.

3. They believe that there are economic solutions of ecological problems.

VII. Put down a short summary of the Swiss environmentalist’s project of forest maintenance.

VIII. Describe the main principles of carbon market. 

Post-watching activity

I. Explain the role of carbon in the nature.

II. Some people believe that organisations like Greenpeace or Friends of the Earth are on the verge of decent society, others even perceive them as criminal or terrorist groups. State your opinion about these organisations and discuss their importance. 

