Listening – BBC Documentary

Tales from Europe – Czech Republic

Pre-listening activity

Discuss these questions:

1. What do the Europeans know about the Czech Republic?

2. What do they believe is typical for our country?

3. What would you like the EU community to know about your country?

4. What do you know about our neighbour/other EU countries?

· Germany

· Slovakia

· Great Britain

Listening activities

1. Do you know some of these expressions? Try to explain their meaning in English.

	Honeymoon
	To be glued to news
	Uprising

	To outnumber
	Austrian-Hungarian
	To be short-fused

	Playwright
	Treasure
	Boozed-up weekend

	To figure out
	Incredible place
	Lovely

	Shortage of housing
	To push up prices
	Property boom

	Attic
	Iron curtain
	Locust


2. Give the forms of active/passive participles, gerunds and nouns.

	Infinitive
	Active participle
	Passive participle
	Gerund
	Noun

	To impress
	
	
	
	

	To oppress
	
	
	
	

	To offer
	
	
	
	

	To struggle
	
	
	
	

	To amaze
	
	
	
	

	To offend
	
	
	
	

	To perform
	
	
	
	

	To suspect
	
	
	
	

	To overwhelm
	
	
	
	

	To flourish
	
	
	
	


3. Fill the words which you think fit the best in the blanks.

The Czechs ……..1……… under Soviet control until the Velvet Revolution in 1989 when Vaclav Havel led Czechoslovakians to ……….2………. and independence without a shot fired of an anger. ………..3………. the fall of Communism and independence from Slovakia in 1993 Prague has welcomed millions of visitors; tourists overwhelm locals at least 2:1 in the ……….4……….. areas of the city. As a result have the Czechs lost some of their ………….5…………? Have they lost a little bit of ……….6……… makes them uniquely Czech? 

4. Decide if these statements are true or false.

1. One of the Prague’s most famous breweries is owned by a foreign company.

2. The Czechs are mostly optimistic.

3. The Czechs and Slovaks are exactly the same.

4. The reason why the two nations have split was economic.

5. All visitors come to Prague to see its historical and cultural treasures.

6. According to the BBC reporter everything in Prague serves the tourist industry.

7. The best Czech musicians are easiest to listen to everywhere but the Czech Republic.

8. During the WWII Prague was bombed by mistake.

9. The price of a newly built luxury apartment is 850,000(.

10. Golf has a long tradition in Prague.

11. The BBC reporter focused mainly on Prague’s history, architecture, art and sports when trying to introduce today’s Czech Republic to the British audience.

5. Answer these questions about the documentary.

1. What were the reporter’s first impressions about the Czech Republic?

2. Which thinks have changed since her previous visit to Prague?

3. Give the description of a typical Czech as a British see them.

4. How important was jazz in the Communist regime?

5. Why is living in Prague so expensive nowadays?

6. Who is a typical buyer of modern apartments in the centre of Prague?

7. How does the reporter see the Czech Republic’s future?

8. Who were the invaders in the Czech country over the history?

Post-listening activity

In pairs or groups discuss these points.

1. Was the picture of our country as it was given by the BBC reporter realistic and well-balanced?

2. In your opinion, which important information was missing in the documentary?

3. Did you notice any facts which were irrelevant and should be replaced? If you think so, what should they by replaced by?

4. Imagine you are a TV production team and your task is to introduce the Czech Republic to the EU community. Make up a scenario of a document presenting everything you believe must not be missing when introducing your country in the best light to the EU members.

