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Social networking
There's a professor at the University of Toronto in Canada who has come up with a term to describe the way a lot of us North Americans interact these days. And now a big research study confirms it.

Barry Wellman's term is "networked individualism." It's not the easiest concept to grasp. In fact, the words seem to contradict each other. How can we be individualistic and networked at the same time? You need other people for networks.

Here's what he means. Until the Internet and e-mail came along, our social networks involved flesh-and-blood relatives, friends, neighbors, and colleagues at work. Some of the interaction was by phone, but it was still voice to voice, person to person, in real time.

But the latest study by the Pew Internet and American Life Project confirms that for a lot of people, electronic interaction through the computer has replaced a great deal of social interchange. A lot of folks Pew talked with say that's a good thing, because of concerns that the Internet was turning us into hermits who shut out other people in favor of a make-believe world on flickering computer screens.

To the contrary, the Pew study discovered that the Internet has put us in touch with many more real people than we'd have ever imagined. Helpful people, too. We're turning to an ever-growing list of cyber friends for advice on careers, medical crises, child-rearing, and choosing a school or college. About 60 million Americans told Pew that the Internet plays an important or crucial role in helping them deal with major life decisions.

So we networked individuals are pretty tricky: We're keeping more to ourselves, while at the same time reaching out to more people, all with just the click of a computer mouse!
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Reading comprehension
Začátek formuláře

	


	1
	The Pew study was conducted in _____.

	 
	
	
	a) the United States

	 
	
	
	b) Canada

	 
	
	
	c) the U.S. and Canada

	 
	
	
	d) Europe

	


	2
	In this article, a network is a group of connected _____.

	 
	
	
	a) radio or TV stations

	 
	
	
	b) people

	 
	
	
	c) computers

	 
	
	
	d) roads

	


	3
	Before the invention of the Internet, our connections with people took place mainly _____. 

	 
	
	
	a) in person

	 
	
	
	b) by phone

	 
	
	
	c) by letter

	 
	
	
	d) by email

	


	4
	Which of the following has happened since the invention of the Internet and email?

	 
	
	
	a) People are talking on the phone more than ever.

	 
	
	
	b) Interaction through the computer has replaced a lot of person to person interaction.

	 
	
	
	c) Americans are turning into hermits.

	 
	
	
	d) Sixty million Americans have bought computers.

	


	5
	Which of the following was NOT one of the discoveries of the Pew study?

	 
	
	
	a) The Internet has put us in touch with more people than expected.

	 
	
	
	b) People use the Internet to get advice on careers, medical problems, and other questions.

	 
	
	
	c) For many Americans, the Internet plays an important role in helping them make important decisions.

	 
	
	
	d) “Internet addiction” is a growing problem among people who use computers.
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Vocabulary
Začátek formuláře

	


	1
	Come up with

	 
	
	
	a) find

	 
	
	
	b) invent

	 
	
	
	c) express

	 
	
	
	d) bring

	


	2
	Individual (noun)

	 
	
	
	a) unmarried person

	 
	
	
	b) one person, not part of a group

	 
	
	
	c) someone without family or relatives

	 
	
	
	d) a network

	


	3
	Confirm

	 
	
	
	a) prove

	 
	
	
	b) express doubt

	 
	
	
	c) contradict

	 
	
	
	d) define

	


	4
	Grasp

	 
	
	
	a) hold

	 
	
	
	b) catch

	 
	
	
	c) believe

	 
	
	
	d) understand

	


	5
	Come along

	 
	
	
	a) join

	 
	
	
	b) arrive

	 
	
	
	c) replace

	 
	
	
	d) interact

	


	6
	Flesh-and-blood

	 
	
	
	a) electronic

	 
	
	
	b) artificial

	 
	
	
	c) in person

	 
	
	
	d) imaginary

	


	7
	Interchange

	 
	
	
	a) intersection

	 
	
	
	b) interaction

	 
	
	
	c) interpretation

	 
	
	
	d) interview

	


	8
	Hermit

	 
	
	
	a) a computer expert

	 
	
	
	b) a writer of fiction 

	 
	
	
	c) an isolated person

	 
	
	
	d) a cyber friend

	


	9
	Shut out

	 
	
	
	a) close

	 
	
	
	b) lose

	 
	
	
	c) enjoy

	 
	
	
	d) avoid

	


	10
	Reach out

	 
	
	
	a) connect with

	 
	
	
	b) play a trick

	 
	
	
	c) make a decision

	 
	
	
	d) stay alone


Konec formuláře
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Conclusions 

Začátek formuláře

	


	1
	“Networked individualism” is difficult to understand because _____. 

	
	
	
	a) Dr. Wellman did not explain it.

	
	
	
	b) It is a new concept.

	
	
	
	c) There are many kinds of networks.

	
	
	
	d) The words appear contradictory.

	


	2
	“Flesh-and-blood” social networks do NOT include _____. 

	
	
	
	a) relatives

	
	
	
	b) neighbors

	
	
	
	c) colleagues at work

	
	
	
	d) cyber-friends

	


	3
	Which of the following situations is NOT a real-time interaction?

	
	
	
	a) A neighbor asks to borrow something.

	
	
	
	b) You get an email from your sister.

	
	
	
	c) A friend calls you on the phone.

	
	
	
	d) You have lunch with your boss.

	


	4
	The Pew study probably included _____. 

	
	
	
	a) less than 60 million people

	
	
	
	b) exactly 60 million people

	
	
	
	c) more than 60 million people

	
	
	
	d) all North American adults

	


	5
	The Pew study confirmed that ____. 

	
	
	
	a) It is possible to be alone and connected at the same time.

	
	
	
	b) “Networked individualism” is an incorrect concept.

	
	
	
	c) People who use the Internet live in a make-believe world. 

	
	
	
	d) The Internet is the best place to get advice on careers.


Source: http://literacyworks.org
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Source: http://www.blaineschools.org/Userfiles/Schools/Hailey/News/2010/21teacher4.jpg
Key
Reading comprehension: 1c, 2b, 3a, 4b, 5d
Vocabulary: 1b, 2b, 3a, 4d, 5b, 6c, 7b, 8c, 9d, 10a
Conclusions: 1d, 2d, 3b, 4c, 5a
