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PAU – A DESCRIPTION OF A PLACE

A description of a place should include details to make it interesting for your reader.

EXAM STRATEGY

• Brainstorm  facts  and  ideas.  Include  information  on  the  appearance  of  the  place,  the 
atmosphere, its people, culture and history.

• Decide which details to include and make a paragraph plan.

• Use lively descriptive language to make your essay interesting.

• Finish by giving a personal recommendation. Is it an interesting place to visit? Why/why 
not?

PARAGRAPH 1
States the place and describes what it's like now.

PARAGRAPH 2

Gives information about history and culture.

PARAGRAPH 3
Conclusion and recommendation.

KEY LANGUAGE
ADJECTIVES

Examples:

narrow, trendy, crowded, creative, cosmopolitan

Buildings: beautiful, impressive, modern, ancient; Canterbury has a magnificent, ancient  
cathedral.

People: charming, colourful, outgoing, welcoming; The villages have friendly, traditional  
communities.

Places: crowded, touristy, cosmopolitan, airy; This island is quite remote and desolate.
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COMPARATIVES AND SUPERLATIVES

Examples:

not as majestic as...
The most exclusive part of town is...
The shops are a bit  smaller here,  and the atmosphere is much friendlier  than in the  
centre.
This area is not as safe as that one.

NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES

Examples:

…, which has made Soho a centre of creative activity.
There is a market, where you can buy...
This district has many churches, which make it feel ancient and romantic.

EXAMPLE

Soho is my favourite part of London. I like it because the narrow 
streets are always crowded with people who are shopping or going 
into restaurantes and trendy cafés. There are fashion designers 
and  music  companies  here,  which  has  made  Soho  a  centre  of 
creative activity. The buildings are not as majestic or as beautiful 
as in other parts of London, but Soho is colourful and really 
cosmopolitan.

Since the 1600s, European immigrants have arrived and stayed in 
Soho.  You  can  see  their  influence  in  the  local  shops  and 
restaurants. Many famous people have lived in Soho, for example 
Mozart, Karl Marx and T.S. Eliot.

Soho is a fantastic place to visit, especially if you like being in 
the heart of the city.
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