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UNIT 4


Middle East’s vicious circle of violence 

(13 April, 2002)


Pre-listening task


A
Study the map of Israel and Palestinian autonomous areas:




B        Complete the tables below with the following information:


 Population:

   2.8 million.


   5.8 million.


Seat of government:
   Jerusalem, though most foreign embassies are in Tel Aviv. 




   East Jerusalem.


Main exports:

   Citruses.


   


   Computer software, military equipment, chemicals,


   agricultural products.


Internet domain:
    ps





    il


  Israeli facts:



Palestinian facts:

		Population

		

		

		Population

		



		Seat of government

		

		

		Intended Capital

		



		Major languages

		Hebrew, Arabic

		

		Major languages

		Arabic  



		Major religions

		Judaism, Islam

		

		Major religions

		Islam



		Life expectancy

		76 years (men), 80 years (women)

		

		Life expectancy

		70 years (men), 74 years (women)



		Monetary unit

		1 new Israeli shekel (NIS)

		

		Monetary unit

		1 Jordan dinar 



		Main exports

		

		

		Main exports

		



		Internet domain

		

		

		Internet domain

		



		IDC

		+ 972

		

		IDC

		+ 970





C    1.  Read the article on the country profile.

Working in groups make as many short and clear sentences in each paragraph as you can.


  Example: 

I. The division of the former British mandate of Palestine and the creation of the state of Israel in the years after the end of World War II have been at the heart of Middle Eastern conflicts for the past half century.


1. After the end of World War II the state of Israel was created. 2. This happened after the division of Palestine – the former British mandate. 3. The creation of Israel has been at the heart of Middle Eastern conflicts. 4. The struggles have already lasted for the past half century.


II. The struggle between Jewish and Arab interests over the area has origins stretching back hundreds of years, with religious tensions centering on the city of Jerusalem – shared by Jews, Christians and Muslims alike. Israel claims Jerusalem as its capital, but this is not recognised by the Palestinians or the United Nations.


III. The creation of Israel was the culmination of the Zionist movement, whose aim was a homeland for Jews who were spread all over the world. After the Nazi Holocaust, pressure grew for the international recognition of a Jewish state, and in 1948 Israel came into being.


IV. Much of the history of the region since that time has been one of conflict between Israel on one side and Palestinians, represented by the Palestine Liberation Organization and Israel's Arab neighbours, on the other. Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians were displaced, and several wars were fought involving Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon.


V. In 1979 Egypt and Israel signed a peace agreement, but it wasn't until the early 1990s, after years of an uprising known as the intifada, that a peace process began with the Palestinians. Despite the hand-over of parts of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip to Palestinian control, a "final status" agreement has yet to be reached.


      2.  Write subtitles to each paragraph.


      3.  Make up questions.

D
Work in groups. One group reads the article about Israeli leaders,


     
another about Palestinian leaders.


I.


Israeli leaders


1.
Read the article and guess the meanings of the words in bold.


Israeli president: Moshe Qatzav 


Prime minister: Ariel Sharon 


Born in 1928 in Palestine when it was a British mandate, Sharon became PM in February 2001 after beating Ehud Barak in the prime ministerial elections.
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He was elected in the midst of the second Palestinian intifada, which was sparked off by his controversial visit to al-Aqsa mosque in east Jerusalem, on a pledge to ensure total security for Israel. 


Sharon had become closely identified with the invasion of Lebanon in 1982 when, as defence minister, he sent Israeli troops all the way to Beirut. 
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He was removed from office in 1983 after an Israeli tribunal which found him "indirectly responsible" for the massacre of nearly 2,000 Palestinian refugees by Israeli-allied right-wing Lebanese militiamen. 


A wealthy cattle farmer, Sharon has a house in Jerusalem's Muslim Quarter. As housing minister in the early 1990s, he presided over the largest expansion of Jewish settlements since the 1967 war.


·  Foreign minister: Shimon Peres

·  Interior minister: Eliyahu Yishay 


·  Housing and construction minister: Natan Sharansky 


·  Finance minister: Silvan Shalom 


·  Defence minister: Binyamin Ben-Eliezer

2.
Match the words with their explanations.
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1.  in the midst of


  A
to be in charge of a situation 


2.  intifada                         

  B    
promising


3.  to spark off


  C   
to cause an argument, fight


4.  on a pledge                   

  D   
uprising


5.  to preside over              

  E    
in the middle of


3.
Find a partner from the other group; inform him about new words and facts you have learned.


II.


Palestinian leaders


1.
Read the article and guess the meanings of the words  in bold.


Palestinian leader: Yasser Arafat 


Born in 1929 and educated in Egypt, Yasser Arafat ran a successful civil engineering business in Kuwait before setting up Fatah (Arabic acronym for Palestine Liberation Movement) in 1958. 


In 1964 Arafat left Kuwait for Jordan, from where Fatah began guerrilla raids into Israel. In 1968 he was elected chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organisation.


In 1970 he was expelled from Jordan. He redeployed into Lebanon, but was driven from there by Israeli forces in 1982. In Tunisia, where the PLO had set up its headquarters after leaving Lebanon, he escaped an Israeli air strike and Israeli death squads. He also survived an air crash in the Libyan desert and recovered from a serious stroke. 


On 1 July 1994, after 27 years in exile, Arafat returned to Gaza to take up the post of president of the Palestinian National Authority (PNA).


In April 2002 he faced one of his biggest challenges. Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon declared him "irrelevant" and Israeli troops, who had been surrounding his headquarters in Ramallah for four months, battered and occupied most of his compound. However, he survived thanks to international pressure on Sharon to end his siege. 


His critics among the Palestinians accuse him of running an over-personalised, corruption-ridden administration, of making too many concessions to Israel and of putting trust in the United States which, in their view, had failed to apply the necessary pressure on Israel to withdraw from Palestinian territories.


·  Minister of finance: Salam Fayad 


·  Minister of local government: Sa'ib Urayqat 


·  Minister of planning and international cooperation: Nabil Ali Sha'th


2.
Match the words with their explanations.




1.  to expel


  A 
persistent attack


2.  challenge                     
  B  
to hit something repeatedly very hard


3.  to batter                       
  C  
thing granted after discussion                      


4.  siege                            
  D 
difficult, demanding or stimulating task


5.  concession                   
  E   
to make someone leave a country


3.
Find a partner from the other group; inform him about new words and facts you have learned.


Listening task


Listen to the whole report and choose a proper answer to the statements:


1.   The Moment Café the reporter               2.   Shifra Horn is one of Israel’s


      had visited was in:                                        best known:


a) Paris




        a)   actresses


b) Jerusalem



        b)   politicians


c) Belfast



        c)   novelists


d)
Johannesburg



        d)   managers


PART I:


Listen to the first part of the report and decide whether statements 1-5


are true or false. There will be a ten-second pause after the first part.


1. People were far away when the bomb exploded.


 T
F

2. There was a burst bag, a baseball cap and a bunch


of flowers on the road.





 T
F


3. Everyone was persuaded that the Israeli army’s occupation


of West Bank had ended the suicide bombings.


 T
F


4. You couldn’t freely see television pictures of what was


 
 going on in the West Bank.





 T
F


5.   After two weeks it was banned to go shopping or go to a café.
 T
F


PART II:


Listen to the second part and fill in the gaps 6-10. There will be a ten-second


pause after the second part.


The Moment Café that the reporter visited was a building (6) ___________. 


A young man who walked in there (7) ____________ the explosives he had strapped around his waist.


Shifra Horn had brought a candle, and lit it in memory of a friend of hers who


(8)____________ there.


There were two demonstrations – one (9) _____________ the military clamp-down in the West Bank, the other (10)

______________ an immediate withdrawal.


PART III:


Listen to the third part of the report and answer the questions 11-15.


     11.  Where were women sitting during lunchtime?


     12.  Who did the reporter and Shifra talk to?


13. What did Shifra mean when she said: “I find myself in the middle of the road between them”?


     14.  What do the opinion polls say? 


     15.  Why is there no peace and no security between Israel and Palestine?


Post-listening task


A
Vocabulary


· Guess the meaning of the words in bold from the context.


Circle a), b) or c) for your answer.


1.   Everyone had managed to convince themselves that the Israeli army's


      occupation had brought the suicide bombings to an end.


      a) hit

b) persuade

c) tatter


2. Their government told them that the terrorist infrastructure was being


dismantled. 



      a) located

b) arranged

c) taken to pieces


3.    The opinion polls say exactly the same thing - 72% back the


       incursion, 73% want an independent state.   


       a) oppose

b) turn up

c) support


4.    A sudden incursion of enemy troops.


       a) suicide

b) invasion

c) harassment


5.    The military crackdown leads to more suicide bombings.


  a) severe measures
b) withdrawal

c) banner    


B
Discussion


(   The city of Jerusalem is divided between Israelis and Arabs. The fate


      of Jerusalem is a major issue in the peace process. Israelis, Arabs and


      Christians claim it as a holy place. Young Israeli men and women are


      required to dedicate their lives to their country's military. 



      The men must serve for three years, the women two.  


· Discuss the reasons why many in the Middle East see this struggle


as a "holy war" and why they do not fear death.


(   One Website that solicits funding and support for Israeli soldiers


      states, "The IDF (Israeli Defense Force) is more than just an army. It’s


      a microcosm of Israeli society." 


·  Why is the military such an integral part of life in Israel?

·  Would you support or oppose a similar approach to national


service in the Czech Republic? Why?


C 
Role-plays



Do either 1 or 2.


1.   Work in pairs. One of you is optimistic, another one is pessimistic


      about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Use the points below to



      support your opinion.  


2. Work in groups of three. One of you is an Israeli supporter,


      another one a Palestinian supporter and the third one is neutral.


      There are some hints below. Use them to support your point of



      view. 


· As long as Israel and Palestine exist as separate entities, there will be


      conflict and both will continue fighting for more land. 


· The international community should force the US to hold talks with the


      current elected head of Palestine. There is no reason why Arafat should


      be excluded from any peace talks when he is the leader of the


      Palestinian people.   


· The US continues to sell weapons and provide money and intelligence


       to Israel. To bring peace in the Middle East, we need a stronger UN,


      backed up by the world.


· Israelis use missiles and helicopter gunships to hunt the terrorists in


      neighbourhoods densely packed with Palestinian men, women and


       children.


· No plan will work unless religious and racial prejudices are


      eliminated.    


· The Palestinians don’t want the land as much as they want the total


  annihilation of Israel. 


· Neither the Israelis nor the Palestinians deserve their own state. The


      area should be occupied and administered by the UN.


· There should be no Jewish, Islamic, or Christian states. Separation of


      church and state is the only way to go.   


· Negotiation is the most effective long-term solution. Unfortunately


      terrorists don’t negotiate, politicians do.


· Both the Palestine and the Israel are justified in their cause. Both want


     a homeland and both should have it. There can be a compromise.


· The only way to stop the spiralling violence in the Middle East is to


     give the Palestinians what is rightfully theirs: their land and their


      freedom. 


· Israel’s army is as bad as the terrorists killing innocent people. Both


     are terrorists, but one of them is in military uniform.     


· The Palestinians can’t be the aggressors when the Israelis have all the


      weapons.   


· A possible solution would be to declare the combined territories of


     both Israel and Palestine a world state under the interim rule of   


      democratically elected judges from across the world, similar to the



      international war crimes tribunal.  


D
Writing


· Write an essay on the following topic “Why must civilians suffer in


       current armed conflicts?”    


Answer key


Pre-listening task


B


Israeli facts:
5.8 million; Jerusalem, though most foreign embassies are in Tel Aviv; computer software, military equipment, chemicals, agriculture products, il.


Palestinian facts:
2.8 million; East Jerusalem; citruses, ps.


C
Suggested statements.

II.
1. The struggle between Jewish and Arab interests started hundreds of years ago. 2. There have been religious tensions concerning the city of Jerusalem. 3. They have struggled over the area of the city of Jerusalem. 4. There are Jews, Christians and Muslims living in Jerusalem. 5. Israel claims Jerusalem as its capital. 6. However, it is not recognised as the capital by the Palestinians or the United Nations.

III.
1. Israel was created. 2. Its creation was connected with the culmination of the Zionist movement. 3. Its aim was a homeland for Jews. 4.  After the Nazi Holocaust, there was pressure for international recognition of a Jewish state. 5. In 1948 Israel came into being.

IV.
1. Since that time there has been a conflict between Israel and Palestine.


2. Palestinians have been represented by the Palestine Liberation Organization and Israel's Arab neighbours. 3. Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians were displaced. 4. Several wars were fought involving Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon.



V.
1. In 1979 Egypt and Israel signed a peace agreement. 2. A peace process with the Palestinians began in the early 1990s after years of an uprising,. 3. Parts of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip are under Palestinian control. 4. However, "Final status" agreement has to be reached.

D     


I.
1E, 2D, 3C, 4B, 5A


II.
1E, 2D, 3B, 4A, 5C


Listening task


1b, 2c


PART I:
1F, 2F, 3T, 4T, 5F


PART II:
6. site, 7. detonated, 8.had been killed/ was killed; died, 9. in favour of; for, 10. demanding; for.


PART III:
11. behind the banners, 12. the two anti-war people, 13. she wanted the Israeli action to succeed, and she wanted peace with  Palestinians, 14. the same thing (72% back the incursion, 73%


want an independent state), 15. Suicide bombs lead to a military crackdown, the military crackdown leads to more suicide bombs.


Post-listening task


 A
1b, 2c, 3c, 4b, 5a

Tapescript


Middle East’s Vicious Circle of Violence


By John Simpson


13 April, 2002


The US Secretary of the State Colin Powell’s mission to the Middle East is being undermined by continuing Israeli military operations against Palestinians in the West Bank and by suicide bombings being carried out by Palestinian militants in Israel itself. The BBC’s John Simpson is in Jerusalem.  


It was all so familiar: the screaming sirens, the harassed, excitable police, the tattered clothes of people who had been too near when the bomb went off, the sweating, shoving cameramen.


The politicians who always seem to turn up at moments like this, with sound-bites at the ready. The stray objects in the road: a baseball cap, a burst bag of shopping, a bunch of keys. And the things you do not want to look at: bits of human beings who, only just a few moments ago, were living, feeling, thinking people and from now on would be just a picture on the front-page of a newspaper and then just a name on a gravestone. 


It could have been Belfast, or Paris, or Johannesburg. It happened to be Jerusalem. 


I knew what would be going through the minds of Israeli friends of mine: it is starting again. Somehow, everyone had managed to convince themselves that the Israeli army's occupation of West Bank towns and cities had brought the suicide bombings to an end.


Their government told them that the terrorist infrastructure was being dismantled. 


Even people who did not want the Israeli army back in places like Ramallah and Jenin felt relief they were there.


The army made it hard to get television pictures of what was going on in the West Bank, so you did not have to see pictures of Palestinian bodies, Palestinian buildings smashed, Palestinian women weeping whenever you turned the television on.


For two weeks you could convince yourself that things had indeed gone quiet. You could go shopping again. You could go to a café.


I went to a café in Jerusalem the other day - the Moment Café. It was just a building site. A couple of weeks ago a young man walked in there, and detonated the explosives he had strapped around his waist. A lot of people died.


With me was one of Israel's best-known novelists, Shifra Horn.


The Moment was the café where she liked to hang out. Now she'd brought a candle, and she lit it in memory of a friend of hers who'd been killed there. The Moment's owner is determined to open up again soon, and three workmen were in there, cutting steel frames and mixing cement. Two were Israelis, one was an Israeli Arab. What was going through their minds? What did they say to each other about it?


We wandered on towards Ariel Sharon's official residence. Opposite, as usual, two semi-permanent demonstrations faced each other across the street: one in favour of the military clamp-down in the West Bank, the other demanding an immediate withdrawal.


It was lunchtime, so there were only three women sitting behind the banners in the pro-Sharon demo, and a young man and woman in the anti-one opposite. At the pro-Sharon demo, an articulate woman in her fifties said that hitting back was the only solution to terror.


It was war. "But you can't want war," Shifra faltered; but she did. 


We crossed the road. Passing cars, realising from our camera that we were from foreign television, hooted angrily at us - we are not exactly popular here. On the other side, we talked to the two anti-war people: they were just as fluent. The young man said talks should be reopened with Yasser Arafat at once; the young woman disagreed - Arafat was part of the problem, she said. Only in Israel could a demonstration of two disagree.


So what do you think, I asked Shifra Horn. "I find myself in the middle of the road between them," she said. She meant that she wanted the Israeli action on the West Bank to succeed, and yet she wanted peace with the Palestinians.


The opinion polls say exactly the same thing - 72% back the incursion, 73% want to give the Palestinians an independent state. Anything to make the violence go away.


Shifra got worked up: "They can have the Wailing Wall," she said, "they can have my house - if only they'll give us peace." But there is no peace, no security. Suicide bombs lead to a military crackdown, the military crackdown leads to more suicide bombs.


"This is no life for decent people," says Shifra Horn. In Ramallah, in Nablus, Palestinians think the same thing too.


Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
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Palestinian President Arafat
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