Terrorism
Terrorism is, in the most general sense, the systematic use of terror especially as a means of coercion.  At present, the International community has been unable to formulate a universally agreed, legally binding, criminal law definition of terrorism. Common definitions of terrorism refer only to those violent acts which are intended to create fear (terror), are perpetrated for an ideological goal, and deliberately target or disregard the safety of non-combatants (civilians).

Types of Terrorism

1. Civil disorder – A form of collective violence interfering with the peace, security, and normal functioning of the community.

2. Political terrorism – Violent criminal behavior designed primarily to generate fear in the community, or substantial segment of it, for political purposes.

3. Non-Political terrorism – Terrorism that is not aimed at political purposes but which exhibits “conscious design to create and maintain a high degree of fear for coercive purposes, but the end is individual or collective gain rather than the achievement of a political objective.”

4. Quasi-terrorism – The activities incidental to the commission of crimes of violence that are similar in form and method to genuine terrorism but which nevertheless lack its essential ingredient. It is not the main purpose of the quasi-terrorists to induce terror in the immediate victim as in the case of genuine terrorism, but the quasi-terrorist uses the modalities and techniques of the genuine terrorist and produces similar consequences and reaction. For example, the fleeing felon who takes hostages is a quasi-terrorist, whose methods are similar to those of the genuine terrorist but whose purposes are quite different.

5. Limited political terrorism – Genuine political terrorism is characterized by a revolutionary approach; limited political terrorism refers to “acts of terrorism which are committed for ideological or political motives but which are not part of a concerted campaign to capture control of the state.

6. Official or state terrorism –"referring to nations whose rule is based upon fear and oppression that reach similar to terrorism or such proportions.” It may also be referred to as Structural Terrorism defined broadly as terrorist acts carried out by governments in pursuit of political objectives, often as part of their foreign policy.

Several sources have further defined the typology of terrorism:

· Political terrorism 

· Sub-state terrorism 

· Social revolutionary terrorism

· Nationalist-separatist terrorism

· Religious extremist terrorism 

· Religious fundamentalist Terrorism

· New religions terrorism

· Right-wing terrorism

· Left-wing terrorism

· Single-issue terrorism

· State-sponsored terrorism

· Regime or state terrorism

· Criminal terrorism

· Pathological terrorism
List of terrorist organizations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_designated_terrorist_organizations
Tactics

Terrorism is a form of asymmetric warfare, and is more common when direct conventional warfare won't be effective because forces vary greatly in power. 
The context in which terrorist tactics are used is often a large-scale, unresolved political conflict. The type of conflict varies widely; historical examples include:

· Secession of a territory to form a new sovereign state

· Dominance of territory or resources by various ethnic groups
· Imposition of a particular form of government

· Economic deprivation of a population

· Opposition to a domestic government or occupying army

· Religious fanaticism

Terrorism glossary
http://www.terrorism-research.com/glossary/
Responses to terrorism

Responses to terrorism are broad in scope. They can include re-alignments of the political spectrum and reassessments of fundamental values. The term counter-terrorism has a narrower connotation, implying that it is directed at terrorist actors.

Specific types of responses include:

· Targeted laws, criminal procedures, deportations, and enhanced police powers

· Target hardening, such as locking doors or adding traffic barriers

· Preemptive or reactive military action

· Increased intelligence and surveillance activities

· Preemptive humanitarian activities

· More permissive interrogation and detention policies.

