S Saparatmg the Sexes, Just for the Tcugh Years
1. The n‘nddle schocl years {gradea T and E] ara kncwn to. bc the “tcugh
: yeara Theae are the years when the' uneven pace of gtrlc and boys" ph:rsmal
emcmcnal and ccgnltlva develnpmant is most noticeable. Girls | are ahead of
boys onall counts .and bcth suffer.. Educatara debate whathar ‘separating
boya and glrls durmg these dr[‘ﬁcult yeara mlgh’[ |rnprova studenta academic -
i parfarmanca Separate classes are now prohibited in pubhc schoala that recewa_ .
federal funds; but a __:ar':ge in the federal'law that prchlblts them is. under i
; ccnssderatlcn Althnugh soma parents and educalcrs nppos?e ‘same-sex classes;
there ls ‘some: ewdenca that saparatlng bcys and glrlS in m:ddle schc-cl yrclds
pnsﬂwe reaults o SRR j
Gppcnen‘ca of smg]a sax educatlon cla|m tha’c test scoraa c:-f atudanta in
aII ~girl or all-boy-classes are no. h1gher JEhan thoaa of s‘tudenta in mixed: claaaea
(“Study"}l Hawaver the research is. mccnclusive Despite. the fact that some
research shcws no: :mprcvement in test sccrec cther research shcws exactly
? oppasua reaults (B]um] Mora lmportam many paycholagmta balleve that test
_ --sccres ara the wrcng meaaunng st 'ks 3 balleva t at salf-c:anﬂdence and

a test but that W||i he!p adcleacenta bacc:me successful aclults lcng after the
d:ﬁlcult yaars of middle achaol are paat Ne-w "r’ork Unwarsny professcr Garc-l =
Gilligan |s cartam that g|rls are mUra likely to be ° craafwe thinkers am:l risk-
takers as adulta if educated apart from boys in mlddle school" (Gmsa] Baya

. 1oo, gain: conﬂdanca when they do not have to compete with girls. Boys at this
age | become angry- and ﬁght back in‘middle school because they feel inferior
when’ ccmpare-d tc glrls, who L|teralh_.i “out: thmk” them W|th no girls in the
classroom, 1hay are more at ease wath thcrncelvac and more receptive tc
‘learning (Gross). - e
3 Oppanents also maintain that aaparata classes {Dr separate schools) send
the message that males and fem_ales cannot work together. They say that when
students go into the work force, they will have to work side-by-side with the
opposite sex, and attending all-girl or all-boy schools denies them the
opportunity to learn how to do so (*North”).* However, such an argument
completely ignores the fact that children constantly interact with members of the

opposite sex outside school. From playing and squabbling with siblings to-
negotiating allowances, chores, and privileges with their opposite- sex parent,
children learn and practice on a daily basis ihe akllla thay wﬂl need in their future
- workplaces.
4 The final argument advanced by cppcnanta of same-sex educatlcn is that
it is discriminatory and, therefore, unconstitutional. Howaever, raaaarch supports
-exactly the opposite conclusion: that discrimination is widespread.in mixed
classes. Several studies have shown that boys dcmmata discussions and
receive more attention than airls and that teachers call on boys more often than
they call on girls, even when girls raise their hands (*North”). Glaarly, thisis
discriminatory. :
s It should be evident that the argurnentc agalnst same- sex c]asses are nct ;
valid. On the contrary, many people involved in middle-school aduc_atlcn say
that same-sex classes provide a better learning environment. Boys and girls
pay less attention to each other and more ai‘lentlcn ta their schoolwork
(Marguez).’ As one teacher noted, “Girls are more relaxed and ask more
questions; boys are less disruptive and more focused” (*“North”). Girls are
 less fearful of making mistakes and asking questions in math and sc1cnce
- boys are less inhibited about sharing their ideas in language and literature.
Furthermore, schoolchildren are not disadvantaged- by lack of contact with the
opposite sex because they have many opportunities oaisida the school setting
1o interact with one another. Finally, diacriminatidh occurs in ml'x'ed classes,
50 d|acr|rninatfcn is not a valid argument. Tharafare in my Dpinlun tha law
prchlbrtmg same-sex classes in public cchccis shculd be changed



